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Walk Like a 
Landscaper
STORY BY ELIZABETH CHILD



When Glenn Switzer, owner of Switzer’s Nursery and 
Landscaping, walks into a yard he’s about to redesign, he 
visualizes a flow of movement. He sees thresholds inviting people 
into the space, semi-private areas where homeowners can wave 
to neighbors, vantage points with inspiring views, private areas 
for reading or napping, and play spaces for children. 

“If I want to look inward, I need a smaller space. If I want to be in 
awe, I go to Cathedral Hill in St. Paul. It’s no different in a yard,” 
Switzer says.

“Human scale dictates how we transition from one zone to the 
next,” he says. The size of a path and a few visuals like boulders 
or split fencing tell us where we are. Brett and Michele Reese’s 
home, landscaped by Switzer at the corner of Washington 
Street and Second Avenue in Northfield, had a narrow front-step 
entrance from the street. Switzer created a 10-foot by 10-foot 
widening in the sidewalk to welcome people to the home. 

Squat pillars a few feet back mark the beginning of the semi-
private space. The width of the walkway narrows around the 
side of the house, where you have to move slowly in single file, 
brushing aside a few branches, to enter a quieter area.

Mapping out the space is the first order of business for Switzer, 
who takes an architectural view of landscaping. He puts dense 
plantings, typically at the foundation of traditional homes, at the 
edges of the yard. Choosing specific plants comes last, as it has 
the least affect on the feel of the space.

The spaces he creates are like rooms defined with plants, rocks, 
walls, fences and, Switzer’s current favorite, the pergola. At the 
Reese’s, the once-unused yard next to busy Washington Street is 
now lined by a peek-a-boo fence.  A pergola extends the length of 
the back yard. It may be left open for sun or planted with vines for 
shade. For now, it’s a place for the imagination to roam. Michele 
Reese says, “I’d like to get a big table and invite my book club, 
and I could see sitting there with a glass of wine.”

The joy of landscaping is letting the yard take shape over time. 
Switzer condones a long-term approach. You don’t need to redo 
your yard all at once, but you do need a plan so each investment 
in a bush, pond or path is a step toward your vision.

Elizabeth Child is editor of Redoux Home and a marketing 
communications consultant.
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