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Glenn Switzer: Growing up Green
BY eLIZABeTh ChILd

Glenn Switzer has had his hands in the garden since he weeded 
for his grandfather’s and then father’s nursery. As the namesake, 
he is the architect of a new Switzer’s nursery and Landscaping 
and is transforming it by focusing on designing outdoor living 
spaces. 

You say you were like a typical farm kid who did minimal 
chores and then found trouble. Does it surprise you, then, 
to be the proprietor of your family’s business?
GS: In high school and college I had this policy wonk thing going. 
I had been an FFA [Future Farmers of America] officer and I 
was a poly sci major with a defense minor at the university of 
Minnesota. Then I toured the Landscape Architecture department 
with an FFA officer friend and I thought it was cool. I applied to 
the program and we were roommates. 

How has Switzer’s changed since you took over?
GS: My dad had a full season business from asparagus to 
seed potatoes and landscaping. Toward the end of college he 
needed help and I came back to the nursery. A few years ago I 
discontinued the retail nursery to devote myself to my passion for 
design and I changed the tagline to ‘The art of landscape design.’

How do you approach designing landscapes?
GS: I can visualize a plan in my mind to the last detail. I think 
spatially. Plants are important, but I don’t often plan a design 
based on plants. They might die off or you might want to change 
what you plant. If the space is correct, plants will enhance the 
overall effect.

I also think in terms of the human experience in relation to the 
space and how you transition from the inside to the outside. I 
blur the lines between the indoors and the outdoors. even in 
Minnesota when the bugs are bad you can sit on a porch and 
listen to a fountain flowing in your garden.

inspirations



Why is water so important in a landscape?
GS: All the elements need to be there. I balance a landscape 
using the four basic elements: air, earth, fire and water. When the 
balance is right, you know it. It tugs at the human spirit. The water 
element could be manifested in a large pond, but it could also be 
as simple as a birdbath or rain barrel.

What could the fire element be in a garden?
GS: It could be a candle, a tiki torch or the color red. Or it could be 
the cooking area or a fireplace.

What is one thing anyone can do on a budget to immediately 
improve their landscape?
GS: Plan with the big picture in mind. everything you do builds 
toward that plan so you’re not wasting time, effort and money. To 
get ideas, surround yourself with people you want to learn from. 
Get involved in your garden club. Visit gardens like the Carleton’s 
Japanese garden and parks. Go on garden tours.

And if you don’t have time or inclination but want a beautiful 
outdoor space?
GS: hire a professional.

ABOUt gLEnn switzEr

Family: Wife Michelle Millenacker and two chocolate labs

Favorite artist: Alexander Calder or Jackson Pollack

Best indoor-outdoor space: Alhambra Palace in Granada, 
Spain

Best local space: National Farmer’s Bank of Owatonna 
designed by Louis Sullivan

Other occupations: Mayor of Dundas, owner of the Historic 
Archibald Inn, co-founder (with Michelle) of the Dundas Historical 
Society, board of directors of Art.org and Mill Towns Trail.

The Art of Landscape Design
Patios • Pergolas • Outdoor Living

(507) 645 - 9741   (651) 460–2171   SwitzersNursery.com

2012 Landscape Design Grand Honor Award
Minnesota Nursery & Landscape Association
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